(NAME) Credit Unions recognized for efforts to serve the community 
(CITY, STATE). –
The STATE Credit Union League – which represents more than XXX not-for-profit financial institutions – announces its participation in the REAL Solutions initiative, which extends credit union services to people in need, regardless of whether the credit union can profit by doing so. The initiative involves credit unions nationwide. 
REAL Solutions offers important outreach to people with low or moderate incomes, new Americans and the "unbanked" – people who, without help from non-for-profit, member-owned credit unions – might be locked out of affordable saving and borrowing opportunities. As member-owned organizations whose sole purpose is to meet members’ needs – regardless of members’ wealth or whether the institution profits – credit unions care intrinsically about people’s personal financial health and the well-being of their communities!
“Credit unions exist to serve their members, not to make profits,” says (LEAGUE SPOKESPERSON). “Credit unions in STATE participate in REAL Solutions because it’s part of our mission as a member-owned cooperative. Our focus is on helping our members and, ultimately, developing stronger and healthier STATE families and communities.” 

As part of REAL Solutions, credit unions are offering programs and services that reduce dependency on predatory financial providers, encourage saving and wealth-building, build creditworthiness, increase financial self-sufficiency and improve the economic well-being of STATE communities. 

(LIST EXAMPLES OF REAL SOLUTIONS ACTIVITIES IN YOUR STATE HERE – e.g.,) Currently (NAME) Credit Union makes loans for as little as $100 for members in need. Its short-term loan program, (NAME IT HERE), charges less than half what payday lenders charge and steers members over time to more traditional loan products charging lower rates. The credit union has also developed a remittance program that helps working people safely wire money back to their families in other countries. A partnership between the credit union and the county offers low interest loans to help single parents obtain transportation or day care so they can find or maintain employment. Referrals to a “Get Checking” course teach people how to manage a checking account so they can gain or regain checking account privileges. The credit union also works individually with members who have suffered financial setbacks such as a job loss or illness so they can maintain their creditworthiness. 


REAL Solutions exists to help real people build financially strong, self-supporting families and communities by offering innovative services and programs that:

· Offer affordable alternatives to high-cost financial products and services.

· Reduce dependency on predatory financial providers.

· Increase financial literacy.

· Improve personal financial management.

· Encourage saving and wealth-building.

· Build creditworthiness.

· Provide an avenue to personal financial stability.

· Improve the financial and economic well-being of STATE communities.

 

Through REAL Solutions, STATE consumers can gain the solid financial footing they need to remain self-supporting, contributing members of our state’s economy. REAL Solutions isn’t any particular program or service – it’s a commitment by STATE credit unions to offer financial solutions that improve the lives of their members and communities.

 


